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Governor Winans

 Lewis Ives, Edwin Winans

Governor

Date
1893

Medium
oil paint

Dimensions
71 x 51 in. (180.3 x 129.5 cm)

Paintings

Object number
CA.2025.03.058

Michigan State Capitol Building (100 N. Capitol Ave), Floor 
2, South Wing, Corridor (Senate Lobby)

This portrait of Governor Edwin Winans by artist Lewis T. 
Ives is painted in a traditional style. Winans is pictured at 

half length, with one hand tucked behind his back and the other resting on a book atop the desk beside 
him. He gazes ahead but appears to be looking past the viewer. Winans’ face is naturalistic, and it shows 
signs of age. His large mustache and hair, painted in gray and white, are idealized in the sense that Ives 
has simplified the hair slightly for a cleaner look.The background of this piece is dark; though the bottom 
right corner is painted in a deep red shade, the area behind the governor’s head is entirely black. This, 
paired with the bright white of the man’s shirt and collar, draws the viewer’s eye to Winans’ face. An 
unidentified light source highlights the desk beside the governor, as well as his right arm. The carving of a 
lion’s head on the front of the desk suggests that the piece is of the Renaissance Revival style, one of 
several furniture styles prominent throughout the Capitol building.


